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Chapter 21 

 

Context-responsive decision-making to enhance 

Multilateral Agreements in Core Principles Cultural 

Heritage Preservation  

 
Leonardo Di Mauro, Hourakhsh Ahmad Nia, Lorenzo Capobianco, * Salvatore Polverino and Antonio Coppola 

1. Introducing the central theme: setting up an inventory for  a collaborat ive protection of 
Heritage sites  with  background, rationale, and relevance definition of the objective  

The evolving nature of IT technology mandates a more structured informational approach to digital management: this 
imperative is underscored by the challenges of accurately, timely, and impartially disseminating sensitive data related 
to national security, all while adhering to contemporary standards of architecture. 

When considering Heritage Modelling, our primary attention has been on a set of wide-ranging bureaucracy 
models to be determined within the operational limits of Geographic Information System (GIS): this focus becomes 
particularly pertinent when addressing Heritage sites impacted or damaged by the complexities of Electronic Warfare 
(EW) (Belal A. and Shcherbina, 2019); initially explored in isolation, it was subsequently bridged with fields like 
defense engineering, telecommunications, statistical analyses, and military unclassified operations. 

Central to this endeavor is the mission of a professional Order, which underscores the importance of modern and 
future orientations necessary for the professional practice: this mission not only promotes best practices but also 
seeks to adapt and evolve in response to contemporary challenges and technological advancements; with this 
backdrop, our goal is to devise a framework specifically tailored for Public Administrations (PA).  

Besides, this framework aims to empower them to operate in terms of Boundary Spanners (BS), hence, fostering 
synergies with ministerial entities; an integral part of this strategy is to harness tools that bolster Situational 
Awareness (SA), especially when navigating the complexities presented by criminal activities, extremist entities, and 
warfare dynamics. 

 
By weaving in the mission of a professional order, established by Regio Decreto (Royal Decree) n. 2537 of 2 

December 1925, the passage now emphasizes the importance of evolving professional practices in adherence with 
technological innovations in a historical moment in which the academia has displayed an inconsistent stance on 
threats to Heritage landmarks: thereȭs a tendency among scholars to delve into deep qualitative ponderings, 
occasionally at the cost of broader academic inclusivity; yet, itȭs fundamental to recognize that cultural landmarks 
arenȭt just historical touchstone: theyȭre entwined with societal and political dynamics, frequently imperiled by 
environmental and human-induced threats. 

Amidst these discussions, the cognitive Heritage lens is molded by internationalization doctrines: such doctrines 
can shape or even steer political narratives, potentially holding nationalistic fervor and, in extreme cases, fostering 
divisive actions like conflicts, erasure of minority histories, ethnic purges, and large-scalse atrocities.  
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Figure. 1 (left). 6ÅÓÔÉÇÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔȢ ȰKarolaȱ ÆÉÒÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌ ÔÏ×ÅÒ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ !ÔÌÁÎÔÉÃȢ ɉSchofield J., 2009).  
Figure. 2 (right). %ÃÈÏÅÓ ÏÆ ÆÅÁÒȢ ȰBarbaraȱ ÆÉÒÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌ ÔÏ×ÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÎÄÅÓȢ (S. J., 2009). 

 

1.1. Research question and aim for  a preparatory decision -making analysis: defining the  
recognition of a unified key issue in cultural Heritage  apropos of  department Training  

 
Art is not art, primarily not intended about aesthetics in absolute terms, not mere artistic expression either but rather 
stands as a testament to the social and political zeitgeist of its time. Similarly for architecture, it was not merely a 
haven at its core, but a reflection of political aspirations and societal principles etched in perishable materials, i.e., 
leather, clay, hay, wood, and eternal, as well as in the eternal medium of marble representing respectively the tangible 
outcome of political decisions and priorities. 

4ÈÅ ÔÈÅÍÁÔÉÃ ÅÍÐÈÁÓÉÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÂÏÔÈ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÃÒÕÃÉÁÌ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÁÔÉÖÅ ÁÎÁÌÙÓÉÓȭ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎȡ 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȟ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ Á ÐÅÒÓÉÓÔÅÎÔ ÅÆÆÏÒÔ ÔÏ ÅÒÁÓÅ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÁÎÎÉÈÉÌÁÔÅ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÍÅÍÏÒÙ ÏÒ ÔÏ 
impact citizens mobilities in an instrumental capacity of supervisory structures. However, this unbalanced 
perspective may shift if we consider the insights of Paul Virilio, who argued that technology is, customarily for 
Electronic Warfare (EW), never neutral, but rather an expressiÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱadministration of fearȱ, markedly, in our 
current era where we find ourselves increasingly confined within smart cities and national borders, as highlighted by 
!ÒÍÉÔÁÇÅ ɉςπρψɊȡ Ȱpeople whose lives are being destroyed by the revolution brought about by the end of salaried work, 
by automation, by delocalizationȱȢ  

We now view the remnants of World War II with a quiet respect and a keen intent to learn, paving the way for a 
new humanity in this century so that in its wake, as nations sought to rebuild and promote an agreeing cognition of 
peace, there emerged a renewed emphasis on cultural preservation and human dignity: central to this focus was the 
establishment of the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), in 1946; acting as the 
foundational pillar, these principles informed the drafting of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), 
which was officially adopted in 1948. 

Hitherto , it was profound human devastations, exemplified by large-scale atrocities, that emphasized the urgent 
necessity for wider collaborations and responsibility, subsequently redefining these interactions, as Geoffrey 
2ÏÂÅÒÔÓÏÎ ÉÎ ρωωω ÐÏÉÎÔÅÄ ÏÕÔȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÌÅÇÁÌÌÙ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔÁÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ Ȱcrimes against 
humanityȱȠ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÍÏÍÅÎÔ ÐÁÖÅÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÂÅÎÃÈÍÁÒËÓȟ ÅȢÇȢȟ ÔÈÅ 5$(2 ÉÎ 
ρωτψ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 5.ȡ ÔÈÅ ÁÓÓÅÒÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱevery individual is entitled to attain, via collaborative national and international 
endeavors, the economic, social, and cultural rights crucial for their dignity and the holistic growth of their personaȢȱ    

On the event of ÔÈÅ ȰBridging Universal and Local Valuesȱ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ !ÍÓÔÅÒÄÁÍ ÉÎ ςππσȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ ÌÁÔÅÒ 
documented in 2004 as World Heritage Papers 13, UNESCO championed the perspective that the preservation of 
Heritage isnȭt solely the domain of government mandates or the expertise of Heritage specialists: instead, the active 
engagement of local communities has emerged as the predominant narrative in UNESCOȭs top-down strategy. 

 
"Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions 

without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of 
ÆÒÏÎÔÉÅÒÓȢ΅ !ÒÔȢ υύ ɉ5$(2ɊȱȢ 
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2.  Materials and methods  
For our study, primary data was procured by way of organized deliberations at our established professional 
institution : the objective, behind this set of aggregated census figures, was to consolidate the most unequivocal 
relationship between academia, policy formulation  by UNESCO/EPSF, and Electronic Warfareȭs industrial 
expectations; the foundational data, particularly focusing on Heritage and Electronic Infrastructure (EI), has 
addressed focus to a novel qualitative appraisal, categorized into 8 branches to facilitate data interpretation. 

Besides, given the potential bias stemming from our impartiality as representatives of the aforementioned 
chamber of planners and architects, our team strictly handled unclassified and manifest data, adhering to the highest 
ethical standards and transparency currently in place: we proceeded to verge relevant literary sources and archival 
resources available to the public to set 34 Variable Impact Studies (VIS) alongside with  sub-Boundaries Spanners 
(BS); the resulting charts, in last instance, were merged them into a unique: i) operational foresight; ii) review and 
update; iii) joint training and iv) SWOT scrutiny. Our approach to the research was constructed to ensure replicability, 
and be applicable by our ÓÕÂÓÃÒÉÂÅÒÓȭ architects, thereby assuring consistent albeit general findings across varied 
settings. Thus, the entire study was conducted under stringent ethical guidelines, with a particular emphasis on 
transparent disclosure of non-classified information sources for a shared urban awareness. 

2.1. Objective definition  
 
Firstly, we aimed to guarantee the primary novel aspectȡ ȰIs it to understand the impact of Electronic Warfare (EW) on 
cultural sites?ȱ or, possibly, Ȱto evaluate the challenges of integrating heritage preservation within military operations?ȱȠ 
in this regard, we agreed on determining that the objective could also be to create a balanced strategy that serves both 
national security and cultural conservation for Military Heritage. 

Once the main objective has been identified, it was essential to set Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, 
and Time-bound (SMART) sub-contents which could range from conducting a thorough review of existing EW values 
to liaising with Heritage experts to understand the significance of potential sites under threat. 

Likewise, the phase of defining the objectives should also have included consideration of potential constraints, 
such as limited access to categorised information or the sensitive nature of certain data; in addition, stakeholders 
involved, ranging from defense personnel to cultural Heritage experts, lack clarity on the land use of such 
infrastructures, henceforth, hindering collaborative and concerted efforts towards achieving them. 

2.2. Data sources 
 
For this training , data entries were logged at various moments to monitor progression: primary data collection 
involved direct engagement, encompassing interviews and online content review to ensure the information was up 
to date; supplementary, secondary data was extracted from an exhaustive review of existing literature, governmental 
reports, archival materials, and publicly available datasets.  

To uphold the integrity and precision of our sources, each one underwent a stringent validation procedure: peer-
reviewed journals and official publications were given precedence; furthermore, we accessed a diverse range of 
publisher platforms, such as Taylor & Francis and Springer, ensuring alignment with our overarching objectives, 
primarily guided by the Digital Object Identifier (DOI) archival protocol.  

Given the absence in the realm of Variable Impact Studies focused on such relationship, the difficulty in setting a 
clear objective definition has persisted throughout the entire search of literary inputs.  

2.3. Search strategy and limitations emerged in the review process  
 

Our research approach emphasized, chiefly, a systematic trawl of academic databases, along with governmental the 
contents of governmental webpages, i.e. ÅÁÒÍÁÒËÅÄ ÁÓ Ȱ$ÅÃÌÁÓÓÉÆÉÅÄȱ ÏÒ ȰÒÅÌÅÁÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃȱ, inherently capped 
the scope and profundity of our analysis. Additionally, some historical events remained intangible due to their delicate 
nature, leading to an informational tilt.  

We are aware of the potential information bias, where our resources might not portray a complete or impartial 
perspective on the subject: therefore, while we have aimed to make this review as comprehensive and unbiased as 
feasible, the innate constraints tied to data access and the possibility of missing subtle details need to be highlighted; 
to conclude, it's worth noting that connections with auxiliary bodies, such as environmental guards, to academically 
identify  EW Heritage sites, remain unclear. 
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2.4. Selection criteria: inclusion and exclusion criterion case by case  
 

To maintain the integrity and relevance of our research, specific criteria guided our data source selection of Heritage, 
with  emphasis placed on the relevance, reliability, publication date, accessibility, authenticity, authorship affiliations 
and timeliness of academic materials.  

Conversely, sources promoting irrelevance, unverified sources, duplication, temporal limits, redundant 
information, or not directly aligning with our research objectives were excluded: this approach ensured a focused and 
reliable dataset for our analysis, for both the historical and scientific aspects alike. 

2.4.1. Literature survey of morphological analysis applications  
 
In our research process, a systematic literature review was conducted to understand the breadth and depth of 
morphological analysis applications converging into a unique manifold as follows: we scoured academic journals, 
conference proceedings, and authoritative books to collate pertinent studies and methodologies listing eight 
specialization groups: this survey serves as a cornerstone, offering a comprehensive understanding of prevailing work 
exclusively pertinent to the architectonical realm of cultural Heritage; potential lacunae and avenues that warrant 
further exploration  have been gradually identified, i.e. facilitat ing a chronological overview of spotlighting the 
communityȭs annual focal points concerning Heritage and its value of authenticity across Heritage conflicts. 
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Chart 1. Branches of the disciplines assessed in the Qualitative Narrative Scope Review based on scientific literature 

priorly to the Qualitative Thematic Synthesis with Subjective Evaluation. *Goal Model Analysis. 

2.5.  Problem definition  
 
For the effective progression of our research, it was imperative to delineate the specific problem we aimed to address: 
after comprehensive deliberation and examination of the existing literature, we identified a set of challenges and 
questions that remained unanswered or inadequately addressed in the realm of our study; by clearly defining the 
inconsistency, we ensured that our research efforts were directed, focused, and poised to contribute meaningful 
insights to peers. 
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3. Outcomes from the resulted analysis  
 
Upon meticulous execution of such Variable Impact Studies research methodology, we stratified  a series of findings 
that illuminated our initial inquiries; the data, once processed and interpreted, yielded patterns and insights that were 
both corroborative of some pre-existing notions and revelatory in other dimensions: this section delineates the 
quantitative and qualitative outcomes of our analysis, offering a comprehensive view of the discoveries made in the 
context of our study to peers; each result is presented with clarity, as also confirmed by the anonymous reviewers, 
supported by the empirical evidence gathered during our research process. 

3.1. Overview of the review process  
 
The review process was methodically structured to ensure thoroughness and accuracy: initiating with a broad 
literature survey, we progressively fine-tuned our focus based on relevance and applicability to the research 
objectives; each source underwent a meticulous evaluation against our predefined inclusion and exclusion criteria, 
ensuring only the most pertinent information was considered, henceforth, this stage, was crucial in eliminating 
potential biases and maintaining the integrity of the data.  

Following the selection, each piece of literature was analyzed in-depth, extracting valuable data and insights that 
informed our subsequent discussions and conclusions; this section provides a detailed breakdown of each step 
undertaken, highlighting the rationale behind our choices and the challenges encountered. 

3.2. Variable Impact Studies  
 
The Variable Impact Studies were performed to gauge the robustness of our findings and determine how different 
parameters and variations might influence the outcomes: this involved systematically allocating key input variables 
and observing the resultant changes in our conclusions.  

Through this iterative process, we identified certain parameters that exhibited a more pronounced impact, 
highlighting them as critical elements in our study; besides, the propensity to facilitate peers in architecture,  
responsible for initiat ing Sensitivity Analysis, such as land use and EW Heritage preservation, shed light on potential 
areas of vulnerability in our findings, prompting further investigation and refinement, i.e. the results from this analysis 
not only confirm the reliability of our prelimi nary conclusions but also provide a deeper understanding of the 
interplay between various factors in the research context. 

3.3. Optimization of morphological analysis through variable  analysis in Heritage 
ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÁÒÍÅÄ ÃÏÎÆÌÉÃÔÓȡ )##2/- ÌÉÂÒÁÒÙȭÓ inventory  

 
In the wake of armed conflict, cities comparable to Mosul, Iraq, stand as poignant reminders of the profound back-
and-forth  ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ×ÁÒȭÓ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÄÅÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÁÌ ÐÓÙÃÈÅȡ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÍÅÎÓÅ ÔÁÓË ÏÆ 
reconstruction in such locales is not just about mending bricks and mortar but about healing the very soul of the 
ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȠ -ÏÓÕÌȭÓ ÏÎÃÅ-illustriou s Heritage sites, bearing the weight of collective memory, lie in ruins, waiting for 
rejuvenation; yet the path to restoration is riddled with complexities that extend beyond architecture. 

Historical architectural restoration theories accuse varied approaches to such endeavors: Viollet-le-Duc 
emphasized restoring structures to an envisioned ideal in his compendium Ȱ$ÉÃÔÉÏÎÎÁÉÒÅ ÒÁÉÓÏÎÎï ÄÅ ÌȭÁÒÃÈÉÔÅÃÔÕÒÅ 
francause dy XI au XVI siècleȱȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ #ÅÓÁÒÅ "ÒÁÎÄÉ ÁÒÇÕÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Á ÍÏÎÕÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ ÅÓÓÅÎÃÅȟ 
making post-restorative additions clearly distinguishable.  

As also expressed by author Chizzoniti et al. (2022) the case of Mosul imply that these theories become especially 
ÐÅÒÔÉÎÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÍÏÄÅÒÎ ×ÁÒ ÓÃÅÎÁÒÉÏÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÕÍÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȡ ȰHow might the process of reconstruction 
play a role in the re-identification of the local community?ȱȢ  

From the current literature, the principle of anastylosis, which champions the meticulous reintegration of original 
architectural fragments pretends priority towards authentic materials and acts as a beacon for those seeking to meld 
the past with the present, ensuring that history is neither erased nor forgotten. 

Nonetheless these radiant theories, the intricacies of modern-ÄÁÙ -ÏÓÕÌȭÓ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÐÒÏÆÏÕÎÄÌÙ 
compromised by socio-political and economic challenges and well resumed by the authors (Hussein S. et al., 2019) 
addressing concern to: i) the ethnic cleaning promoted by ISIS; ii) the reports that indict a disconcerting lack of 
ÔÒÁÎÓÐÁÒÅÎÃÙ ÉÎ )ÒÁÑȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÖÅÒ Ατπ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÅÁÒÍÁÒËÅÄ ÆÏÒ -ÏÓÕÌȭÓ ÒÅÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÌÌÅÇÅÄÌÙ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÍÉÓÓÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙ-
reconstruction as a whole; iii) over 5.000 buildings with the recycling of 3.000 tons of detritus per acre; iv) UNESCO 
preliminary evaluation  of the old center of Mosul. 

Nevertheless, tÈÅ ÂÉÁÓÅÄ ÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÓÏÍÅ ÌÏÃÁÌ -ÏÓÕÌȭÓ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÉÅÓȟ ÁÌÌÅÇÅÄÌÙ ÄÒÉÖÅÎ ÂÙ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ 
imperatives as author Chizzoniti revealed (2022), leans towards transforming the city into a hub of commercialism, 
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repleting with high-rises and global franchises: the economic rejuvenation is undeniably crucial and far from being 
ÂÌÁÍÅÄȟ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÈÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÓË ÌÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÏÖÅÒÓÈÁÄÏ×ÉÎÇ -ÏÓÕÌȭÓ ÒÉÃÈ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÔÁÐÅÓÔÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÌÕÔÉÎÇ ÉÔÓ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙ 
in the process; in post-war Heritage sites, international bodies like UNESCO, in collaboration with entities such as the 
ICCROM Library, have offered a glimmer of hope in this intricate dance of restoration: their collective endeavors, 
representing the aspirations of numerous nations, emphasized the need for a restoration approach that marries 
economic revitalization with cultural preservation, yet, the road ahead remains fraught with challenges. 

Regrettably, prior to World War II, there existed a conspicuous absence of robust international frameworks 
dedicated to safeguarding irreplaceable cultural Heritage landmarks: structures of dominant significance, such as the 
Notre Dame de Reims Cathedral, not only epitomize architectural finesse but also emblemize human tenacity and 
cultural continuum; as global stakeholders navigate the intricate terrains of restoration methodologies, ranging from 
Ruskinȭs vehement opposition to restoration, advocated in tÈÅ ȰSeven Lamps of Architectureȱ ɉρψτωɊ ÁÎÄ ȰThe Stones 
ÏÆ 6ÅÎÉÃÅȱ (1853) as an alternative for conservancy, to Boitoȭs balanced stance that harmonized historical respect with 
necessary interventions, a salient observation crystallizes: the crux of restoration transcends the mere physical re-
erection of edifices.   

It lies intrinsically in rejuvenating the ethos and spirit intrinsic to a locale and its denizens.  
Amidst this intricate interplay, it becomes imperative to ensure a restoration approach that is transparent, 

inclusive, and deferential to the profound historical resonance of sites, exemplified by landmarks in Mosul, thereby 
paying homage to our collective human legacy. 
 
Ȱ"ÅÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÖÉÎÃÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÁÍÁÇÅ ÔÏ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ 

belonging to any people whatsoever means damage to 
the cultural heritage of all mankind since each people 

makes its contribution to the culture of the world; 

Considering that the preservation of the cultural heritage is 
of great importance for all peoples of the world and that it 
is important that this heritage should receive international 

ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎȢȢȢȱ ɉÐȢ όɊ (1954 Hague Convention) 
 

 
Fig. 3. Art in the crossfire: the sandbag-protected west façade of Notre Dame de Reims cathedral before WWI. Paris, 
France. Source: National Archives. Credits: CC0 1.0 Universal. Fig. 4. Structural Support: a symbol of sovereignty 
amidst defensive measures in aerial warfare before WWI. 1918. Paris, France. Source: National Archives. Credits: CC0 
1.0 Universal. Fig. 5. Preservation and protection: the role of scaffolding and sandbags in Amiens cathedral. 1918. 
Paris, France. Source: National Archives. Credits: CC0 1.0 Universal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://unsplash.com/it/s/foto/Kyiv%2C-Ukraine
https://unsplash.com/it/s/foto/Kyiv%2C-Ukraine
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3.4. Evaluating the robustness of environmental and social policy frameworks  
 

With a foundational focus on Heritage in armed conflicts, we advance the ESPF framework, advocated to provide a 
comprehensive delineation of Cultural Heritage, encapsulating both tangible and Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH). 

This encompasses materials, whether transient or fixed, attributed to properties, sites, structures, or 
conglomerates thereof: such entities often resonate with archaeological, paleontological, historical, cultural, artistic, 
and religious undertones; the selection of territorial features, also encompasses a classification integrating natural 
characteristics like rock formations, lakes, and waterfalls, along with intangible cultural phenomena, such as enduring 
commercial activities deeply embedded within the historical and anthropological matrix of communities.  

The repercussions of armed conflicts, with their profound impacts on these cultural repositories, further 
underscore the critical importance of preserving this Heritage, so that we selected the peculiarity to Heritage 
resilience paired with ESPF framework and evidenced by its eight provisions as it follows.  
 

 
Chart 2. Overview of ESPF provisions pertaining to cultural Heritage protection in armed conflicts. 

3.5.  From landscape to digital realm: the r ise of modern Electronic Warfare  
 
In contemporary warfare dynamics, the intricate back-and-forth between Electronic Warfare and meticulously 
designed antenna frameworks is evident (Zaghloul A. et al., 2010) on digital harmonization and geo-morphology 
(Richards J., 2022, Tarquini S. et al., 2023); this duality not only facilitates a more profound integration with Geospatial 
Information System (GIS) modules but also emphasizes the significance of preserving the visual and cultural nuances 
of the landscape recognized under Ȱbeni culturaliȱ ɉÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÇÏÏÄÓɊȢ  

The elasticity of Heritage, a notion alluded to by scholars such as Albert M. et al. (2022) and Legnér M. (2018) 
underscores its multifaceted potential, which can range from universally recognized values to localized informal 
understandings, correspondingly expressed by scattered monuments and remnants; this malleability, as Aljawabra A. 
(2020) suggests, has shifted societal paradigms (Shackel P. et al., 2004).  

3.5.1. Silent skirmishes: the unseen battles of Electronic Warfare in peacetime 
 
The multifarious domain of Electronic Warfare, encompassing Electronic Attack (EA), Electronic Warfare Support 
(ES), and Electronic Protection (EP), interacts with strategic paradigms such as the AEA global strike concept. Given 
)ÔÁÌÙȭÓ ÁÌÉÇÎÍÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ .!4/ ÁÎÄȟ ÂÙ ÅØÔÅÎÓÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ 5Ȣ3Ȣȟ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÁÎ ÉÎÈÅÒÅÎÔ ÁÌÉÇÎÍÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÏÄÅÓȟ 
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as evidenced in facilities like the Sensitive Compartmented Information Facility (SCIF) and doctrines from the 
Department of Defense: historical accounts, such as those from the CHECO Division of the U.S. Air Force during the 
Vietnam air campaign, illustrate the perennial tussle for dominance in the electromagnetic realm and its land use.  

4ÈÅ ÃÁÍÐÁÉÇÎȭÓ ÃÈÒÏÎÉÃÌÅÓ ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÃ ÁÇÉÌÉÔÙ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ ÉÎ !%! ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ɉ#ÈÏÉ 3Ȣ ÅÔ ÁÌȢȟ ςπςπɊȟ ×ÉÔÈ 
both adversaries continually recalibrating their tactics in a complex boogie of electronic maneuvers and parries 
priorly (Stone P., 2022): this evolution, as documented by Major Mark D. Howard in 2013, underscores the unknown 
role of current adaptive AEA strategies, further emphasizing the significance of robust planning and layered electronic 
defenses for planners. 

 

  
Fig. 6. The Aviation Command and Tactics Trainer (ACTT), Middle Wallop, Hampshire, United Kingdom: Mission 
Command Training of pilots at crew, flight, and sub-unit levels supported under the Operation Training Phase of the 
Army Pilots Course as part of the pre-deployment package. Photo by: Peter Davies, 18th September 2012. Credits: CC 
BY-NC 2.0. Fig. 7. Target Hand-Off System deployed under the Augmented Immersive Team Trainer on virtual targets. 
December 13, 2016. Photo by: Lance Cpl. Juan A. Soto-Delgado, U.S. Marine Corps. Credits: Public Domain. 

3.5.2.  Common operational picture as a cultural test for the intersection for tradition and 
modernity : a novel research aspect of a unified Electronic Warfare Landscape  

 
The evolving landscape of international  defense and security, characterized by the rapid integration of cutting-edge 
technology and counter-strategic modelling (Zhang X. et al., 2022), necessitates a unified, albeit independent, 
harmonization of tradition with modernity: Self-Determination in maintaining Heritage preserved by outer forces and 
ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÌ ÇÒÏÕÐÓȟ ÌÅÁÄÓ ÔÏ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÉÎ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÔÉÃ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÉÅÓȟ ÇÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÃÅ ×ÈÅÎ ÖÉÅ×ÅÄ 
through the lens of Active Citizenship for land use (Little J. et al., 2007) in such a volatile environment at the expenses 
of neglected cultural Heritage (Belal A., et al., 2019, Barakat S., 2021). 
 

 
Fig. 8. ȰWullenweberȱ Circularly Disposed Antenna Array AN/FLR-9. Misawa, Japan. Photo by: Narita Masashiro, July 
10, 2010. Source: wikimedia.org. Credits: CC-BY-2.1-JP. Fig. 9. ȰRhombicȱ !ÎÔÈÏÒÎ 6,& !ÎÔÅÎÎÁ -ÁÓÔÓȢ 3ÏÕÒÃÅȡ 
wikimedia.org. Photo by: Phil Williams, February 13, 2006. Credits: CC BY-SA 2.0 DEED. Fig. 10. Ȱ$ÉÓÃÏÎÅȱ UHF 
Antenna at Hangar. Glenn Research Center al Lewis Field. USA. Photo by: Donald Huebler, May 27, 1976. Photo ID: 
17447567 (National Archives and Records Administration). Credits: Public domain. 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:CC-BY-2.1-JP
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Fig. 11. ȰVORTAC TGOȱ ÓÈÏÒÔ 6(& /ÍÎÉ-directional Range. Aichtal, Germany. Photo by: Hans-Peter Scholz Ulenspiegel, 
June 4, 2005. Source: wikimedia.org. Credits: CC BY-SA 2.0 DE DEED. Fig. 12. Ȱ,ÏÇ0ÅÒÉÏÄÉÃȱ HL-471. Swiss Embassy in 
Islamabad, Pakistan. Photo by: Andreas Sommer, March 30, 2009. Credits: CC BY-SA 4.0 DE DEED. 

 

  
Fig. 13. Ȱ-ÏÏÓÂÒÕÎÎ 1ÕÁÄÒÁÎÔÁÎÔÅÎÎÅÎȱ Vee Antennas. Moosbrunn, Austria. Photo by: Ulrich Eitler, May 30, 2015. 
Source: wikimedia.org. Credits: CC BY-SA 4.0 DE DEED. Fig. 14. U.S. Naval Radio Transmitter Facility, Niscemi, Italy. 
Photo by: U.S. Navy photo/Released, March 13, 2018. Source: wikimedia.org. Photo ID: 180313-N-JQ378-003. Credits: 
Public domain. 

 
Sicily, with its intricate blend of historical richness and contemporary evolution, exemplifies this intricate 

simulation between the past and the present: the showcased prowess of the U.S. RQ-7B Shadow UAS, the RQ-21A 
STUAS, and the E-3 AWACS are an example of UAV exercises enrolled into electronic deterrence and epitomize the 
melding of modern small-scale warfare techniques with strategies deeply rooted in centuries-old defense traditions 
retrieved from digital sensing (Juhász, A. et al., 2016, UNESCO & UNITAR, 2018). 

The incorporation of cutting-edge technological instruments presents a counterintuitive dilemma: the 
encroaching menace of covert adversaries, equipped with sophisticated Electronic Warfare (EW) capabilities, aiming 
to penetrate and extract confidential data. Remarkably, Heritage inventories (Brosché J. et al., 2016), which serve as 
repositories of a nationȭs cultural and historical last storeroom, are now susceptible to cyber ambushes (Freedberg S., 
2012) that challenge with Riegl's assertion, emphasizing the evolving nature of EW landmarks as modern monuments 
ɉ#ÕÎÌÉÆÆÅ %Ȣȟ ςπςπɊȡ ȰThe sense and meaning of a monument do not belong to the works by virtue of their original purpose; 
it is rather we, the modern subjects, who attribute themȱ ɉ-ÅÙÅÒ !Ȣȟ ςπρσɊȢ 
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Fig. 15. "ÕÎËÅÒȟ 3ÁÎÔȭ!ÇÁÔÁ, Sicily, Italy. Photo by: USA Army. 1944 (?). Source: Birtle, J. (1993) p.25. Credits: Public 
Domain Mark 1.0. Fig. 16. Favigna Castello, Santa Caterina, Sicily, Italy. Photo by: Gabriella Panareo, April 27, 2018. 
Source: wikimedia.org. Credits: CC BY-SA 4.0 DE DEED. 

 
As our dependence on volatile storage surges, there emerges an undeniable urgency for robust surveillance and 

EW defense mechanisms: these mechanisms are designed to pre-emptively counter any electronic reconnaissance 
ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔÓȟ ÅÎÓÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÅÌÌ ËÎÏ×Î ÉÎ ÁÎÃÉÅÎÔ ÆÏÒÔÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ɉ)#/-/3ȟ ςπςρɊ Ȱzone d'ombraȱȟ ÏÒ ÓÈÁÄÏ×ÅÄ ÒÅÃÅÓÓÅÓ in 
periurban belts, remain susceptible to breaches; such strategies are not only about preserving physical assets but are 
also about safeguarding the intangible ethos they enshrine. 

Historical landmarks like Monte Cassino in Italy and Tas-3ÉÌù in Malta, which have experienced the tumultuous 
ebb and flow of counter-offensives, retreats, and ambushes, underscore the feeble but anticipatory connection EW 
interchange introduced by portable broadcasting equipments, between volatile environments and Heritage 
monuments (Rennie K., 2021).  

 
ȰÔÈÅ ψÔÈ )ÎÄÉÁÎ $ÉÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÉÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÉÎ 'ÅÒÒÉÌÁÎ hands (48). The Indians had to bitterly fight to capture point 593 and 
the ruins of a feldwebel fort upon its heights. Furthermore, the Indians found that the existing American positions were 

little more than forward outposts and the build-up of the supplies with which to., begin tile attack would have to be 
made over treacherous mountain trails unsuitable for vehicles. Logistics became dependent upon mule trains to 
ÔÒÁÖÅÒÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÖÅÒȟ ×ÉÌÅÓ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÆÒÏÍȟȢ ÔÈÅ ÁÌÌÉÅÄ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÐÐÌÙ ÔÒÁÉÒÎÓȱ ɉ'ÏÂÅÒȟ $. et al., 1984, p. 34). 

 
ȰÉÎ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÁÎÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ !ÉÒ &ÏÒÃÅ ÁÉÒÃÒÁÆÔȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ φÎÄ .Å× :ÅÁÌÁÎÄ #ÏÒÐÓ ɍȣɎ ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅÌÙ ÅØÐÌÏÉÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÏÃË ÅÆÆÅÃÔ ɍȣɎ 

In fact, when the weather forecasts for the 15th of February projected acceptable weather, the combination of good 
weather and the anticipated need of air, support at Anzio in the immediate future dictated that the air missions over 
Cassino be flown on that date. Thus the date was set notwithstanding the fact that tactically the 2nd New Zealand 
Corps (particularly the Indian Division) was riot yet prepared. The bombing began at 0930, the 15th and came as a 

surprise as much to the allied units or the ground as to the Germans. While it proved to be a spectacular display, there 
was riot much time for observation. With the bombing underway, the surprised chain of command had to begin to 

feverishly alter the original plans for attack. in order to exploit as quickly as possible the shock effect of the bombingȱ 
(Gober, D. et al., 1984, p. 81). 

 
Ȱ2ÁÄÉÏ ÎÅÔÓ ÆÁÉÌÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ υχττ ÈÏÕÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÅÍÙ ÓÎÉÐÅÒÓ ÓÎÏÔ ÂÏÔÈ ÍÅÓÓÅÎÇÅÒÓ ÁÒÉÄ ɍȣɎȟ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ 

virtually non-existent. The same enemy fires from the ruins and from positions on the hillside kept the engineers from 
coming forward to clear the rubble which blocked tanks and slowed the infantry. because reinforcements were slow to 
arrive and because of the poor communications, the allies were unable to seize the Point 435 defenses. The battle for tie 
ÔÏ×Î ÏÆ #ÁÓÓÉÎÏȢ; ɍȣɎ ÃÌÅÁÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×ÎȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÂÁÔÔÌÅ ɍȣɎ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÎÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓȢ )Ô ÓÅÅÍÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ 'ÅÒÍÁÎÓ 

ÒÅÉÎÆÉÌÔÒÁÔÅÄ ÁÓ ÆÁÓÔ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÕÉÎ ×ÁÓ ÃÌÅÁÒÅÄȢȢȱ ɉ'ÏÂÅÒȟ $Ȣ ÅÔ ÁÌȢȟ υύόψȟ ÐȢ ϊφɊȢ 
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Fig. 17. Signallers of the 6th Battalion Royal West Kent Regiment using a radio in a dugout on Monastery Hill during 
the Second Phase, 15 February - 10 May 1944. Cassino, Lazio, Italy. Photo by: Sergeant W. E. McConville, No. 2 Army 
Film and Photo Section, Army Film and Photographic Unit. Production date: 1944-03-26. Material: Nitrate. Catalogue 
number: NA 13363. Credits: IWM Non-Commercial Licence. © IWM NA 13363. Fig.s 18-19. The Type 13 CMH 
(CentriMetric Heightfinder) Radar: The R.A.F.'s first centimetric radar, designed to enhance height data at Ground 
Controlled Intercept (GCI) stations. Introduced with dual vertically mounted cheese antennas, a narrow 1.5° vertical 
beam nodded between -1° and +20° elevation, and a 7.5° horizontal beam width. Its primary display was an E-scope, 
used for measuring aircraft height. Developed in 1942, it underwent various modifications with the Type 13 Mk V 
featuring an improved antenna similar to the Type 14 Mk VI. Key specifications include an S-Band frequency, 500 Hz 
pulse repetition frequency, pulse widths of 0.6 or 1.9 µs, and a peak power of 500 kW. Pictured: Type 13 Mk5 radar, 
with an antenna measuring 20 feet by 5.5 feet. Location: Tas-3ÉÌùȟ Malta; no 21033 A.M.E.S TYPE 13, a significant multi-
period sanctuary site. Photo: via Subterranea Britannica Research Study Group. Publisher: Christian Wolff. Credits: 
GNU Free Documentation License & Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license. 

3.5.3. Balancing progress and tradition: the technological imperative of Self -
Determination in Active Citizenship for  military landmarks  

 

In the evolving dialogue of Heritage studies, inevitable disagreement emerges between the rapid technological 
evolution, particularly evident in the increasing emphasis on Electronic Warfare (EW) investments during peacetime 
(Zhang X. et al., 2022), and the enduring commitment to cultural preservation.  

Societies must strike a balance, understanding the importance of Self-Determination, principally  in the backdrop 
of local and indigenous narratives: dominant national discourse, with its overarching themes on memorial 
architecture, has the ability, from time to time, to overshadow the significant efforts at local and indigenous levels to 
use active deterrence in crisis prevention; this crisis deterrence is especially verified along national borders, whereby 
the electromagnetic spectrum plays an active key role in communications, navigation, radio, and radar, bridging a 
continuum with  traditional Heritage narratives from the past (Petrauskas G. et al., 2018). 

This dynamic is palpably evident in finnish Lapland: at this juncture, World War II (WWII) landmarks, exemplify 
still potent emblems of national might, and starkly juxtapose indigenous aspirations, inviting introspection; a salient 
ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÅÍÅÒÇÅÓȡ ȰTo what extent should we compromise our traditional ethos and values in the pursuit of technological 
ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÆÅÎÓÅȩȱ. The introduction of modern infrastructures, exemplified by antennas, necessitates 
meticulous site analysis, carried out by a broader range of inputs. Hitherto , the assurances provided by evaluation 
studies within the realm of urbanism may not canonically address the following issues: ȰHow might such analyses 
inadvertently neglect the profound cultural and historical importance of these sites, potentially leading to multifaceted 
dilemmasȩȱȢ 

Koskinen (2023) delved into the nuanced interplay of cultural rights, elucidating that while they anchor in 
broader human rights, they inherently celebrate diversity: this duality raises a thought-ÐÒÏÖÏËÉÎÇ ÉÎÑÕÉÒÙȡ ȰCan 
universally accepted principles genuinely embrace the intricate tapestry of diverse culturesȩȱ. Global frameworks, 
influenced by monolithic national identities, may inadvertently marginalize the rich mosaic of cultural traditions 
within nations, underscoring the imperative of cultural pluralism and individual rights to partake in community-
specific practices. 

The WWII Heritage locales of Finnish Lapland serve as evocative case studies for these debates; far from being 
mere historical remnants, they evoke diverse sentiments: for many, these sites encapsulate familial and community 
narratives, while for others, they are emblematic of traumatic pasts. TÈÅ ȰLapland's Dark Heritageȱ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȟ ÁÍÏÎÇ 
others, accentuates the significance of engaging with these sites through a lens of holistic inclusivity, emphasizing the 
imperative of recognizing and integrating a plethora of cultural narratives. 

4ÈÅ ÔÏÕÒÉÓÍ ÓÅÃÔÏÒȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÔÓ ÉÎÈÅÒÅÎÔ ÃÏÍÍÅÒÃÉÁÌ ÉÎÃÌÉÎÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÓ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÏÍÐÌÅØÉÔÉÅÓȡ 3ÁÎÔÁȭÓ 6ÉÌÌÁÇÅȟ 
despite its proximity to a former German Military base, conspicuously omits this historical linkage, hinting at the 
challenges inherent in intertwining contentious histories with contemporary attractions; such omissions underscore 
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ÔÈÅ ÇÌÏÂÁÌ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅ ÏÆ ÒÅÃÏÎÃÉÌÉÎÇ ȰÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÚÅÄȱ (ÅÒÉÔÁÇÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÐÅÒÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅÓȟ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÉÎ ÐÏÓÔ-
colonial contexts. 

This balancing between progress and past set of conventions, while the commercialization of Heritage is 
ÕÎÄÅÎÉÁÂÌÙ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌ ÁÓÐÅÃÔ ÃÁÒÒÉÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ Ȱambivalent heritageȱȟ Ȱdifficult 
heritageȱȟ Ȱdark heritageȱȟ ÖÉÁ ÅÔÈÎÏÇÒÁÐÈÉÃ ÆÉÅÌÄ×ÏÒË ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅÓȟ ÉÔ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ 
preserving historical authenticity. It is imperative to engage in a more democratic and inclusive Heritage management 
approach, valuing the myriads of voices that contribute to Á Ȱmultisensory experiencyȱ ÏÆ &ÉÎÎÉÓÈ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ (ÅÒÉÔÁÇÅ 
highlighted by Koskinen.  

3.5.4. Military Architecture in EW: escalating Heritage deterrence as a cultural practice  
 
The right of every individual to participate freely in the cultural life of the community, as stated in Article 27, becomes 
especially poignant in the face of prolonged conflicts: in regions marked by instability, the deliberate destruction of 
cultural Heritage can leave profound scars; the process of rebuilding and restoring not just the physical structures but 
also the intangible traditions and beliefs of a community is challenging. Yet, thereȭs a growing consensus that post-
conflict cultural Heritage policies must be integrated within broader redevelopment goals, which include embracing 
cultural diversity and human rights. 

While Article 27 implies a shared ownership of culture, it also highlights a private form of cultural ownership: 
this duality suggests that while everyone can partake in cultural life, individuals also have rights over their unique 
contributions, be it in science, literature, or art. 

The right to Self-Determination, as enshrined in Article 1 of the two Covenants, augments the duty of states to 
preserve cultural Heritage: this article emphasizes that all people have the right to determine their political, economic, 
social, and cultural development, placing cultural Heritage protection within the realm of international human rights. 

The writings of Ruskin on mountains illuminate his contemporary thoughts, even within this specific domain, 
highlighting the links between territorial protection and the culture of restoration. His profound contributions shaped 
the aesthetic sensibility towards landscapes and art criticism on the subject; iÎ 2ÕÓËÉÎȭÓ ×ÏÒËÓȟ Á ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ 
relationship emerges between art, architecture, and the mountainous environment, bridging aesthetic allure with 
scientific observation: he initially delved into landscape elementsɂsky, waters, vegetation, light, colorsɂbefore 
ÖÅÎÔÕÒÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÒÐÈÏÌÏÇÙ ÏÆ ÍÏÕÎÔÁÉÎÓȟ ÖÉÅ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÓ ȰÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎÓȱ.  

2ÕÓËÉÎȭÓ ÉÄÅÁÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÈÅÁÄ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÔÉÍÅȟ ÅÍÐÈÁÓÉÚÉÎÇ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎȢ 3ÉÍÉÌÁÒÌÙȟ ÈÉÓ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÎ 
restoration and the alteration of monumental contexts showcased his early concerns about the risks posed by 
mountain tourism; his understanding of mountains extended beyond just natural Heritage. He perceived them as true 
Ȱmonumentsȱ ÉÍÂÕÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÅÓÔÈÅÔÉÃȟ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌȟ ÓÃÉÅÎÔÉÆÉÃȟ ÅÍÏÔÉÏÎÁÌȟ ÅÔÈÉÃÁÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÖÁÌÕÅÓȢ Conversely, his 
profound insight into the significance of mountains as monuments is not fully appreciated even today (Bartolomucci 
C., 2019). For further insights, they ÒÅÆÅÒ ÔÏ Ȱ/ÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔï ÅÔ #ÏÎÓïÑÕÅÎÃÅÓ ÄȭÕÎÅ ÉÎÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ ÄÅ Ìȭ%ÓÐÁÃÅ -ÏÎÔ-Blanc dans 
des dispositifs de protection internationaux, Nature & Patrimoine". 

 

 
Fig. 20. Observation station in the Strait of Dover. (Schofield J., 2009). Fig. 21. Cupola, shelter of the mountain façade, 
work site. (Schofield J., 2009). 
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3.5.4.1.  ICOMOS guidelines on fortifications for a  Military Heritage  
 
Throughout human history, fortifications have been emblematic of defense, strategy, and power. From ancient 
earthworks to intricate military bases, they story tell a fabric of human resilience, innovation, unequivocally 
accompanied by domination: while they connect us to our past, these structures can also evoke painful memories for 
communities subjected to power dynamics; yet, by understanding and respecting these memories, experts reframe 
the narrative, fostering a more harmonious relationship between people, fortifications, and Military Heritage. 

Fortifications, especially those from the 19th century, were strategically integrated into their cultural 
landscapes: thoughtfully, this integration provides insights into diverse societal approaches to defense and strategy.  

According to the Factory Acceptance Test (FAT) deployment, these assemblies, whether still functional or 
obsolete, are an invaluable link to our history even though still indeterminate (Axelsson Yngvéus et al, 2023). 

The ICOMOS guidelines on fortifications and Military Heritage aim to outline principles for conserving and 
valuing these structures and their surrounding landscapes: by recognizing fortifications and its surrounding impact 
(Scott D. et al., 2010), in the matter of unique cultural assets, experts reframe common cultural post-war challenges, 
listing variables retrieved from the guidelines which are advocated for preserving their tangible and intangible values 
but this duality involves understanding the fortification within its operational context and initial purpose, promoting 
research to ensure its preservation, and fostering knowledge-sharing for its conservation. 

 

 
&ÉÇȢ ςςȢ Ȱ6ÁÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÕÎËÅÒȱȡ from Defense to Leisure. Bunkers Turned Vacation Homes for Amersfoort Officials, 
Ijmuiden, Netherland. 1964. Photo by: Hendriksen Theo. Source:  http://data.europeana.eu/organization/14822 
50000004671093. www.archiefeemland.nl. Photo ID: 92004.  Credits: CC BY-SA 4.0 DE DEED. Fig. 23. Submarine base 
of La Palisse: rear façade from two different angles. Schofield, John. (2009).  

 

3.5.4.2. Fortifications and communities: anthropomorphy and zoomorphy  

 
Military Architecture (MA) , has played a marginal instrumental in molding the identities and traditions of 
communities, across the Italian peninsula: the interpretation of these significant structures, on the opposite end of 
the spectrum, necessitates a delicate approach, diving deep into their multi -scaled narratives, not overshadowing nor 
marginalizing any specific community or value set; this interpretation seeks to authentically reflect the ever-evolving 
cultural, social, and political milieus, drawing attention to the intricate synergy between contemporary elements and 
their roles in territorial defense: the aim is to enhance appreciation among visitors and the indigenous community 
alike, shedding light on the shared, transnational Heritage values intrinsic to these edifices. 

The methodology adopted to bring this vision to fruition is multifaceted: at its core, it focuses on integrating 
Heritage values in a manner that resonates positively with both the local community and visitors; this is largely 
achieved while acknowledging and reconciling the siteȬs military origins as a mere praxis of urban composition, and 
the diverse roles it might have assumed over time, by means of re-enactments into original destinations, i.e. prisons.  

Concurrently, thereȭÓ an emphasis on crafting and disseminating guidance documents, policies, and strategic 
frameworks that safeguard the profound Heritage values of the site.  

As part of this comprehensive approach, there are dedicated initiatives aimed at magnifying the recognition and 
effective communication of the identity and values synonymous with these fortifications; furthermore, research 
efforts are intensified to better comprehend community perceptions and affiliations towards these monumental 
structures. Lastly documented, the strategy underscores the importance of collaboration, particularly with the 
communities that trace their origins to these sites, ensuring their active and informed participation in the 
conservation, management, and interpretation of fortifications and their associated Military Heritage. 
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Fig. 24. Anthropomorphic  observation station in the Strait of Dover. France. (Schofield J., 2009). Fig. 25. Bunker 
visited by swimmers along Ohrid lake. Albania. August 2012. Photo by: Marcin Szala. Source:  wikimedia.org. Credits: 
CC BY-SA 3.0 DE DEED. 
 

 
Fig. 26. Bunker. Tonnara di Bonagia, Sicily, Italy. July 2, 2016. Photo by: Andrea Albini. Source: wikimedia.org. Credits: 
CC BY-SA 3.0 DEED. Fig. 27. Bunker in Boguszowice (1939), Poland. May 3, 2010. Photo by: Schweppes. Source: 
wikimedia.org. Credits: CC BY-SA 3.0 DEED. 
 

 
Fig. 28. Ȱ$ÒÁÇÏÎ 4ÅÅÔÈȱȢ#ÈÅÌÍÓÆÏÒÄȟ 5+Ȣ January 16, 2012. Photo by: Sludge G. Source: flickr.com. Credits: CC BY-SA 
2.0 DEED. Fig. 29. Ȱ$ÒÁÇÏÎ 4ÅÅÔÈȱ. Aachen, Germany. Credits: PD. 
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Fig. 30. Aerial view of a submarine base in Saint-Nazaire (I.G.N. photo) (Schofield J. (2009). Fig. 31. The rear façade 
of its submarine base. (Schofield J., 2009). 

 

 
Fig. 32Ȣ ȰBlockhaus en sursisȱȢ ,Á 2ÏÃÈÅÌÌÅȢ October 2019. Photo by: Thierry Ilansades. Source: flickr.com. Credits: CC 
BY-SA 2.0 DEED. Fig. 33. German submarine base. Pallice, La Rochelle. March 13, 2011. Photo by: Thierry Ilansades. 
Source: flickr.com. Credits: CC BY-SA 2.0 DEED. 

 


